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FROM THE ADMINISTRATION  

As we look back upon this year, we recognize that it has been a memorable one, full of 

wonderful and exciting learning experiences. The success of this year is due to the      

collective efforts of our entire school community. We would like to thank everyone   

involved and extend our sincere gratitude and congratulations for a great year.  

  

Thank you to all of our teachers who have worked tirelessly over the year to make     

Michael Cranny Elementary School a great school. As well, our support staff continues 

to aid us in ways that never cease to amaze us. This school could not run without the 

efforts of Mrs. Kaufmann, Mrs. Cristinziano, Mr. D’Andrea, Mr. DiNicolo, and  

Mr. Canale. 

 

We would also like to thank the incredible number of parent volunteers, our School 

Council and parent committees who have worked diligently throughout the year to  

support both our staff and students.  

 

While there are many accomplishments to be celebrated and positive memories to   

recall, we also have staff changes for the upcoming school year. Although it is hard to 

say goodbye we would like to both recognize and thank Mrs. David, for her                  

contributions to the Cranny Community.  We wish her all the best as she moves on to a 

new role in the fall. 

 

We would also like to recognize and thank the following Long Term Occasional Teachers 

and support staff: Mrs. Green,  Mrs. Celebre, Ms. Osborne, Mrs. Tamas, Ms. Guarneri,  

Ms. Sohal, Ms. Aspinall, Ms. Mete, Ms. Herriott, Ms. Cimini and Ms. McConnell. We wish 

them all the best!   

 

Ritch McNaughton    Anna Bruno 

Principal     Vice-Principal 

2017 

Michael Cranny wishes you a 

Happy Summer! 

mailto:michaelcranny.es@yrdsb.ca
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Michael Cranny ES has a Blog! 

 

Our school is proud to announce that Michael Cranny Elementary School has started a Blog this 

Fall! We will post news, notices, reminders and school happenings on a regular basis on the blog 

eventually eliminating the need for a newsletter. All you have to do is log in once, add your email 

address and it will automatically email you every time something new has been posted. The blog 

also features Google translate which allows you to access the information in your first 

language.  

Add your email address 

here and hit submit! Do 

this one time and get   

every post emailed 

straight to you! 

Hit select language and 

pick your first language. It 

will automatically translate 

our post into your first lan-

A Message from our Trustee 

As we near the end of the school year, I want to thank you for all that you do to strengthen our schools and communities. This is a 
good time to celebrate your child’s achievements over the past year. 

  

One of our goals in the Trustees’ Multi-Year Plan is to “continuously increase student achievement and well-being through a cul-
ture and caring and learning.” That includes a culture that emphasizes engagement and positive relationships among all the 
members of the school community – students, staff members, families and community members. 

  

You, as parents/guardians, are our most important partners when it comes to education. The support you have provided to your 
child throughout this past school year will help to strengthen our schools and make a difference to your child’s learning. 

  

I encourage you to continue engaging your child in learning throughout the summer, and to help them to see the connections be-
tween what they are learning in school and the world around them. There are so many opportunities to do this over the summer, 
whether that’s planning a budget with your child, enjoying the natural beauty in York Region, reading a book or visiting local sites. 
Whatever your plans are this summer, I wish you all a successful end to the school year, and a safe and enjoyable summer.   

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx


Follow Us!! 

If you like to follow Michael Cranny’s Twitter feed, where 

school information such as events, news, etc, will be posted. 

You are encouraged to follow the school’s twitter feed 

@michaelcrannyes 
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Michael Cranny School Council 

 

 

Our 2016-2017 school council members have worked very hard this year to ensure a successful year at MCES. We would like to 

thank all members of the 2016-2017 school council for their time, effort and commitment in making MCES a great school. 

 

Fundraising efforts initiated by school council has allowed us to fund various school improvements as well as support new 
learning tools benefiting all MCES students. The chart below shows a select few contributions made this year.  We thank all our 
members who were able to make such a difference and attended meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our next school council meeting will take place in the Fall. 

Allocation of Funds Amount 

 Graduation $1000.00 

 Agenda for Grades 1 to 8 $2500.00 

 Modern Learning for Classrooms $3000.00 

 Fitness and Mental Health Facilitators $4700.00 

 Outdoor Playground Toys/Equipment for  

             Kindergarten 

$1200.00 

 Music  $2850.00 

 Duck Hatching Kit for Primary Division $300.00 



School Dress Code                   Special Education Track n’ Field 

Board Policy and Procedure #635.0, Student Dress 
Code outlines that “student dress code is a standard 
for all students that meets school community       
expectations for appropriate dress.” 

For this current school year, the dress code was   
reviewed and maintained, as follows:  

Students need to dress appropriately for school.   
Examples of clothing that should not be worn at 
school include:  

  short skirts and shorts (if you wear these 
items the length should be at least full arm 
length with fingers stretched downwards 

 tank tops (strap width should be two finger 
spaces wide), no spaghetti straps, no tops that 
leave the midriff exposed, or undergarments 
visible; no halter tops  

 flip flops (full sandals only)  

 refrain from wearing hats, bandanas and any 
other headwear in school, except for religious 
purposes  

 clothing with inappropriate slogans or logos. 

Planning for 2017-2018 

 

Class Placements for September begin during the month of May and continue well into June.  Having 

worked with your child throughout the year, your child’s teacher has developed a good understanding of 

his or her strengths and areas for growth. In consultation with grade team partners, appropriate       

support staff and administration, we are beginning to put together classes for next year, considering 

many criteria, among them providing for gender balance, a range of academic abilities, and ensuring 

there are good learning partners for all students.  Social dynamics are considered, as well, though the 

central concern is developing classes that provide for an effective learning environment.  To this end, we 

do not accept requests for particular teachers or for students to be placed with certain groups of friends. 

 

As you can appreciate in a school as large as ours, creating balanced classes is a large task, and is done 

with care. Teaching assignments and our school organization for next year have yet to be finalized, and 

will be subject to ongoing revisions over the summer and even in September, given changes in student 

enrolment and Ministry mandates and policies around class sizes.  
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Ms Evangelho and Ms Celebre's class participated in 
York Region’s 20th annual special education track 
and field event on May 17 at Stouffville community 
center. Students participated in some fun filled    
activities including; the 50m race, ball toss, and   
obstacle course. 1,200 students from across York 
region participated in this amazing event. This event 
provided opportunity for students with special 
needs to encounter friendly competition on a more 
level playing field. We would like to say                
congratulations to all of the students who             
participated. They tried their best and all their hard 
work paid off!! We can't wait to participate again 
next year. 



Cranny Cares - Diabetes Hope Foundation 

This month for Cranny Cares, the school led by Miss Herriott and Mrs. Green’s class are supporting the Dia-
betes Hope Foundation. DHF is a charity that supports youth with Diabetes through programs that teach 
them the importance of proper management of their diabetes and instill in them a greater confidence and 
self-esteem and provide them the ability to live as healthy and productive adults. Throughout June, our stu-
dents will learn about Diabetes through lessons in their classroom and will experience what it’s like to be 
diabetic through weekly class challenges. As part of our fundraising component, students are asked to bring 
in loonies and toonies to be donated to the Diabetes Hope Foundation from June 1st - June 16th. We will 
also be selling DHF Hope necklaces for $5 during these two weeks at morning recess. The money that Mi-
chael Cranny raises will go towards a future scholarship to be provided to a grade 12 diabetic student to go 
university/college or to help fund their other programs. To learn more about the Diabetes Hope Foundation 
visit http://diabeteshopefoundation.com/  
 
 

These past months, the Cranny Badminton team has been training hard to compete in the areas badmin-
ton tournament. Weeks and weeks of practice culminated in a strenuous but exciting experience on May 
9th, at Maple High School, the site of the areas tournament. All teams played exceptionally well and Cran-
ny collectively finished 3rd at the competition. Andy and Zaafir, one of our boys doubles team placed 4th. 
Jithvan and Rachel placed 3rd place in mixed doubles, and Sherry and Victoria, one of our girls doubles 
team placed 2nd and went on to compete at regionals. For Cranny, this has been one of our best badmin-
ton seasons and everyone has developed new skills that we look to show off our skills next year, whether 
it be in high school or at Cranny. Thank you to Mr. Milette and Ms. McLeod for the phenomenal coaching 
that made it all possible. 
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Badminton @ Cranny! 

Go Cobras Go 

http://diabeteshopefoundation.com/
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Early Dismissal on June 29th, 2017      Ducks Ducks Ducks 

All schools in the York Region District School Board are 

committed to improving student achievement and well-

being. On Thursday, June 29th, 2017 an early release 

day will take place to allow elementary teachers and 

support staff to take part in meetings during the after-

noon of that day. These meetings will allow for school 

staff to engage in culminating activities regarding the 

review and revision of the School’s Improvement Plan 

as well as year-end and transition activities that support 

student success. As has been our practice in the past, 

students will attend school during the morning of 

Thursday, June 29th, 2017 only. Students will be dis-

missed early that day at 11:05 am. Arrangements will 

be made to ensure that students who are normally 

bused to and from school will receive transportation at 

this time. Parents/guardians whose children attend 

after school child care should make appropriate ar-

rangements to address this change in schedule.  

Fit Spirit! 

3,2,1...GO!!! On Wednesday, May 24th, the FitSpirit girls from grades 6-8 travelled 
through Toronto and headed to Downsview Park. On the way to the event, the bus was 
bursting with positive energy. From the second we hopped off the bus we knew that all 
the hard work we had put into our 8 weeks of training would all be worth it. Throughout the training, we learned cool 
exercises and had special visits from Zumba Kids and FitSpirit. We also had sessions where we focused on enjoying the 
weather and going out for a run or participating in Just Dance. The day of the event we each ran either 5 or 10 kilome-
tres and were so proud of ourselves for accomplishing our goals. At the event, there were many activities including 
Rock Climbing, Yoga, Obstacle Courses and an awesome dance party. Overall, the whole FitSpirit experience was a 
blast and we learned a lot about ourselves! 

- Zafina, Ceylin and Ella in Grade 6 

The Sk/1’s in Ms. Guarnieri’s and Ms. Bibassis’ class 
have gone mad for ducks! With all the Canadian 
Geese in the neighbourhood it has sparked an inter-
est in ducks.   As we enter into the Life Cycle unit of 
our science curriculum, we decided to hatch our 
very own ducklings!  Yes that’s right we are hatching 
our very own ducks right in our classroom!! To kick 
off our Duck inquiry, Ms. Bibassis connected with 
Collieflower Farms and rented a Duckling hatching 
kit. We can’t wait to meet our new friends. 
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Track ‘n’ Field for our Junior and Intermediate Students 

Track & Field Day is Almost Here! 

 

Michael Cranny ES  is eagerly anticipating our annual Track and Field Days  

 on June 5th with a rain date of June 6th. 

 

This is an excellent opportunity to participate in athletic challenges and foster team spirit. Please remind your child to 

be prepared to spend the day in the beautiful outdoors and to dress appropriately, bringing along all necessities to be 

comfortable and safe throughout the day: 

 

 Proper running shoes and socks 

 Water in reusable bottles 

 Layered clothing (t-short, long sleeved shirt) 

 Hat 

 Sunscreen 

 Litterless snack 

 

Thank you to all Michael Cranny staff members who are making this exciting day possible. 

Go Cobras! 

Grade 7 Natural Resources & Structures 

Grade 7 Students from Ms. Osborne and Ms. Belligero's class wrapped up their 
unit on Natural Resources and kicked off their Science unit about structures 
with a windmill building workshop. Building with Lego, students explored how 
we can use clean energy forms to generate power and created working wind-
mills that could lift a weight.  
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Grade 8 Overnight Trip to Cedar Glen 

On Tuesday, May 23rd, the grade 8’s of Michael Cranny E.S., hopped 
on a bus and drove off to Cedar Glen Outdoor Centre for an overnight 
trip. When the buses returned to school on Wednesday , the grade 
eights had wonderful memories from the YMCA program at Cedar 
Glen. Looking back, we remember facing our fears to climb the high 
ropes, learning to start a fire with a flint and steel, and finding our 
way out of a small, but complicated, maze. Along with that we 
learned about how the First Nations traditionally lived in this area, 
many years ago in warm and smoky Wigwams. As we climbed into our 
own beds on Wednesday night, we looked back on the unlikely friend-
ships this trip helped us discover and fell asleep with a smile on each 
of our faces.  

-Written by Rory and Cindy, Grade 8 Students 

Grade 8 Graduation 

Congratulations Grade 8 Grads!  

Ceremony at Tommy Douglas SS  

On June 20, 2017 

@ 6:30pm  

Graduates to arrive by 6:00pm.  

 

Dinner following for students at Mandarin  
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Are you Moving? New Neighbours? 

Are you moving to a new address or school for September 2017?  

If you have not notified the school, please let the office know as soon as possible. This information is very 
helpful in our planning for the next school year. If a new family has moved into the Michael Cranny neigh-
bourhood or moves in over the summer, please let them know that they should register at the school. Fami-
lies can register their children until June 30th, or during the last week of August.  

 

During the summer, families can register at:  

CEC WEST Area Office  

36 Stornoway Crescent  

Thornhill, ON L3T 3X7  

Phone: (905) 764-6830. Fax: (905) 764-0261  

2017-2018 School Calendar and Professional Activity Days 

School Holidays 

 

Labour Day Monday, September 4, 2017  

Thanksgiving Day Monday, October 9, 2017  

Christmas Vacation Monday, December 25, 2017 to 

Friday, January 5, 2018  

Family Day Monday, February 19, 2018  

Mid-Winter Break Monday, March 12, 2018 to Fri-

day, March 16, 2018  

Good Friday Friday, March 30, 2018  

Easter Monday Monday, April 2, 2018  

Victoria Day Monday, May 21, 2018  

 

 

 

 

2017-2018 PA Days 

 

Monday, September 25, 2017  

Friday, October 20, 2017 

Friday, November 24, 2017  

Friday, January 19, 2018  

Friday, February 2, 2018  

Monday, June 4, 2018  

Friday, June 29, 2018  
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Parent Workshop 


